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REMARKS 

Applicants have amended the first two lines of claims 12 and 18 to correct a 
typographical error. Applicants have also amended claim 12 in steps (g) and (h) and 18 
in steps (f) and (g) by deleting the tenn "effective amount" and using in place thereof the 
term "an amount effective to reduce coke formation". Also claim 18 in step (c) was 
amended by deleting the term "coking unit" and inserting in place thereof "thermal 
conversion process unit" for antecedent purposes as suggested by the Examiner, No new 
matter has been added by any of these amendments. 

Claim Objection 

Claims 12 and 18 are objected to because there were some words missing from 
the first line or two. 

Applicants have amended the first couple of lines in both claims 12 and 18 to 
correct the typographical error. Therefore, applicants request that the Examiner withdraw 
this objection. 

Rejections Under 35 USC 112 

Claims 12-21 are rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that 
applicants regard as the invention. 
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The Examiner believes that claims 12-17 are indefinite because claim 12 contains 
the expression £< an effective amount" in each of steps (g) and (h) but the desired effect 
from this amount is not clear. The Examiner states that if the effective amount is to 
reduce, eliminate, etc. the coke deposits, then the claim should clearly state this. 

The Examiner also believes that claims 18-21 are indefinite because claim 18 
contains the expression "an effective amount" in each of steps (f) and (g) but the desired 
effect from this amount is not clear. The Examiner further states that if the effective 
amount is to reduce, eliminate, etc, the coke deposits, then the claims should clearly state 
this. 

The Examiner also believes that claims 18-21 axe also indefinite because the 
expression "said coking unit" in step (c) of claim 18 lacks proper antecedent basis. 

In view of the amendments made to claims 12 and 18, applicants request that the 
Examiner withdraw this rejection. 

Applicants' attorney acknowledges that claims 1-11 are allowed. 

Applicants' attorney also acknowledges the comments of the Examiner with 
respect to claims 12 and 18, and 13-17 and 19-21 being allowable if the rejections under 
35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, are overcome. 

It is applicants' position that claims 12-21, as now amended, overcome the 
rejections under 35 USC 112, second paragraph. Therefore, applicants request that the 
Examiner pass this application to allowance. 
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Applicants acknowledge the reference entitled "Measurement of Efficiency of 
Distribution of Liquid Feed in Gas-Solid Fluicfoed Bed Reactor" was made of record but 
not cited against any of the claims. 



Respectfully submitted: 



/Gerard J. Hughes, Registn 



Registration No. 41,855 
Attorney for Applicants 
Telephone: 225/977-4942 
Facsimile: 225/977-1025 



Correspondence Address: 

ExxonMobil Research and Engineering Company 

P.O. Box 900 

Annandale, New Jersey 08801-0900 



HEN:jag 
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